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WillPalmervaultedintocontention
fortheBRDCF4titlewithadouble
atSnettertononaweekendthat
turnedouttobedamage
limitationforleaderGeorgeRussell.

Palmerscorchedtotwovictories,
hisfirstinthemainchampionship,
whileRussellwasstrangelyoff
colourallweekend.Theseries’
pacesetterdidtaketwopodium
placestoretainhisedge,butatough
lasteventhasleftthingsclosefor
comfortwithArjunMainialso
closingthegapthankstohiswinin
thereversedgridsecondrace.

Palmeropenedhisaccountwitha
dominantvictoryinraceoneafter
survivingascrappyfirstfewlaps.
RusselldeniedPalmerpolewitha
latelap,althoughPalmerfelthehad
moretimetofindbuthislastflier
endedprematurelyduetoredflags.

Palmergotthebetterlaunchwhen
thelightswentouttodragalongside
RussellintoRichesbutRussellheld
theinsidelineandthetworaninto
Montrealtogether.Thepairbanged
wheelsandlostmomentum,opening
thedoorforRaoulHyman.

“Iknewif Istayedintouch

somethingwouldhappen,andmy
luckwasin,”saidHymanwho
inheritedaone-secondlead,butall
wasnotwell.“Iwasstrugglingwith
thecar.Ihadterribleoversteer.”

Palmerslottedintothirdbehind
Russellafterthecontact,butgota
betterexitontotheBentleyStraight
andclaimedtheplacebackalaplater.
Hethenlatchedontothestruggling
Hymanbeforenailinghimforthe
leadintoAgostinionlapthree.

“Itwasgoodseeingtheguysbattle
behindme,”saidPalmer,“itmade
myjobabiteasier.Raoulwas
lookinglairysoImademymove
whenIsawthegap.”

Hymandefendedhardtoholdoff
Russell,whowasn’thappywithhis
Lananmachine.“We’relacking
straight-linespeed,”hesaid.“I
don’tknowif thecontactknocked
somethingout.”

Russellcontinuedhispodium
streakinracetwo,butwaspowerless
topreventIndianracerArjunMaini
fromscoringthefirstvictoryof his
F4career.Mainiinheritedpoledueto
thereversedgrid,whichwas
ultimatelyPalmer’sundoing.He

startedbackineighthandspentthe
entireracemiredintrafficandwas
sixthafterfailingtomakeheadway
duringtheearlylaps.Hiscause
wasn’thelpedbyasafetycaronlap
onetoclearNicolasBeer’sstranded
carafteraclashwithHyman,which
earnedthetitlechaseratimepenalty.

Mainijudgedtherestartperfectly
andtouredclearof DiegoMenchaca,
RussellandHyman.Menchacafound
himself ansolitarysecondwhen
HymanattackedRussell,onlyforthe
pointsleadertoworkhiswayback
aheadattheflag.“It’sconsistency
thatpaysinthischampionshipsoif I
keepfinishingonthepodiumI’vegot
agoodchance,”addedRussell.

AtardystartputpaidtoRussell’s
hopesof ahattrickof podiums.His
fastestracelapwasonlygoodenough
forfifthonthegridandhedroppedto
sixthonthefirsttour.Palmergot
anotherstrongstartfrompoleand
kepthisheadduringasafetycar
period toleadtheentiretyina
relativelystaleouting.Sennan
Fieldingwassecondaheadof
HymanandMaini.
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Palmer shines while points leader Russell has a subdued weekend

RESULTS

INSIDE LINE

BRDC Formula 4 Championship (10 laps)
1 Will Palmer (HHC Motorsport) 18m 44.515s
(95.04mph); 2 Raoul Hyman (HHC
Motorsport) +3.050s; 3 George Russell
(Lanan Racing); 4 Sennan Fielding (HHC
Motorsport); 5 Nicolas Beer (Sean
Walkinshaw Racing); 6 Gustavo Lima
(Hillspeed). Fastest lap Palmer 1m 50.371s
(96.83mph). Pole position Russell. Starters 20.
Race two (9 laps) 1 Arjun Maini (Lanan
Racing) 20m 35.212s (77.87mph); 2 Diego
Menchaca (Douglas Motorsport) +3.171s; 3
Russell; 4 Lima; 5 Palmer; 6 Struan Moore
(Lanan Racing). FL Maini 1m 50.600s
(96.63mph). P Maini. S 20.
Race three (10 laps) 1 Palmer 21m 41.319s
(82.13mph); 2 Fielding +0.689s; 3 Hyman; 4
Maini; 5 Gaetano di Mauro (Petroball Racing);
6 Russell. FL Maini 1m 51.144s (96.16mph).
P Palmer. S 20.

Ginetta GT5 Challenge (7 laps) 1 Ollie
Chadwick (G40) 15m 35.002s (80.01mph); 2
Gary Simms (G40) +0.784s; 3 George
Gamble (G40); 4 Callum Pointon (G40); 5
Dennis Strandberg (G40); 6 Matthew Flowers
(G40). CW Chadwick, Alex Preston (G20). FL

Gamble 2m 09.978s (82.22mph). P Chadwick.
S 25.
Race two (10 laps) 1 Chadwick 22m
07.227s (80.52mph); 2 Strandberg +0.096s; 3
Simms; 4 Firth; 5 Pointon; 6 Nick Zapolski
(G40). CW Chadwick, Stuart Pearson (G20).
FL Chadwick 2m 10.357s (81.99mph). P
Gamble. S 25.

Cooper Tires British Formula 3
Championship (16 laps) 1 Sam MacLeod
(Dallara F312 HWA Mercedes) 31m 16.973s
(102.49mph); 2 Martin Cao (Dallara F312
HWA Mercedes) +2.193s; 3 Matthew Rao
(Dallara F312 HWA Mercedes); 4 Camren
Kaminsky (Dallara F313 HWA Mercedes); 5
Peter Li (Dallara F308 Volkswagen); 6 Andy
Chang (Dallara F312 HWA Mercedes). FL
MacLeod 1m 43.051s (103.71mph). P
MacLeod. S 6.
Race two (18 laps) 1 Rao 31m 28.226s
(101.88mph); 2 MacLeod +2.063s; 3 Chang;
no other finishers. FL MacLeod 1m 42.718s
(104.05mph). P Li. S 6.
Race three (16 laps) 1 MacLeod 30m
11.883s (94.38mph); 2 Chang +6.628; 3 Rao;
4 Kaminsky; 5 Li; no other finishers. FL

MacLeod 1m 43.110s (103.65mph). P
MacLeod. S 6.

Milltek Sport Volkswagen Racing Cup (9
laps) 1 Joe Fulbrook (Golf GTi) 20m 22.389s
(78.69mph); 2 Aaron Mason (Scirocco)
+0.609s; 3 Lucas Orrock (Scirocco); 4 Stefan
di Resta (Scirocco); 5 Stewart Lines (Golf
GTi); 6 Josh Caygill (Scirocco). FL Orrock 2m
07.803s (83.62mph). P Mason. S 28.
Race two (10 laps) 1 Di Resta 21m 33.699s
(82.61mph); 2 Mason +0.201; 3 Orrock; 4
Fulbrook; 5 Howard Fuller (Golf GTi); 6
Caygill. FL Mason 2m 07.599s (83.76mph). P
Caygill. S 28.

Power Maxed Mini Challenge (9 laps) 1
Luke Caudle 21m 19.837s (75.16mph); 2
Chris Knox +0.470s; 3 Neil Newstead; 4
Lawrence Davey; 5 Kevin O’Connor; 6 Keith
Issatt. CW Caudle, Shane Stoney. FL Caudle
2m 10.410s (81.95mph). P Caudle. S 24.
Race two (10 laps) 1 Caudle 22m 08.014s
(80.48mph); 2 Henry Duprey +4.725s; 3
Newstead; 4 Hamish Brandon; 5 Davey; 6
Knox. CW Caudle, Stoney. FL Caudle 2m
10.997s (81.59mph). P Duprey. S 23.
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‘MacLeod grabbed
three podiums’
British F3 series action, below

SamMacLeodwonaprocessionalopening
CooperTiresFormulaThree race toadd
tohisvictory tally.Havingheldoff theearly
challengeofMartinCao,MacLeodwas
comfortable to the flag.Cao’ssecondplace
washisseventh insuccession.AndyChang
took toomuchkerbatHamilton,which
promptedaquick rotation.Thatelevated
PeterLi into fifthplaceandheheldoff
Chang’s recovery in theonlymajor fight.

Thedecisivemomentof race twocame
whenMacLeoddivedupthe insideof race-
long leaderCamrenKaminskyatRiches,
puttingbothon thegrass, three laps fromthe
finish.The former resumedbehindwinner
MatthewRaowith the rotatingKaminsky
lamentinga lost victory.Meanwhile,Cao’s run
ofsecondplacesended inacloudofsmoke
atMontreal.

It allwentwrongatMontrealon lapeight
when long-time leaderRaowasattackedby
Caowhoendedupstrandedat thehairpin.
Theclosely followingMacLeodpickedhis
way through thechaos to leadwithRao
eventually restartingandable to rejoin the
train,courtesyofasafetycar, to fightback
tomake thepodium.

Persistentpressurepaidoff for Joe
FulbrookwhotookadvantageofaslipbyVW

Cup race leaderAaronMasonatOggies to
leadhomeforasecondtimethisseason.A
similarslip lostStefandiResta the final
podiumposition to thebenefitofLucas
Orrock.Series leader JamesGreenway
trailed inalmost lastwitha turboproblem.

DiRestaprovedapopularwinner in the
sequel, havingpassedStewartLinesat
Agostinion lap four.Masonchargedthrough
theminorplacesandverynearlydenied the
Scotthismaidenvictory.Greenway inhis
repairedcar improvedbysome20places
butanother lateproblemmeanthe limped
home in tenth.

LukeCaudlewasable toconverthis first
MiniChallengepoleof theseason into
victorybuthewashoundedrelentlesslyby
title rivalChrisKnoxwhoappeared tobe
quickerand justwaiting foramistakewhich
toCaudle’screditdidn’tmaterialisewhile
newcomerNeilNewsteadwasa lonely third.

Caudlemade itadouble in the reversegrid
secondracehelpedwhencontactwas
madebetweenLawrenceDaveyandKnoxat
Brundlewhenthe latter tried tograb the lead.
Caudle relievedDaveywithaneat inside
moveatPalmerswhileKnox recovered to
sixthwith thepenalised, for track limit
offences,Davey fifth. LewisBeales
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Timely boost for Chadwick’s championship hopeswith a doublewin
Two race victories allowed Ollie
Chadwick to close within 11 points
of championship leader George
Gamble after a shortened
weekend in Norfolk.

The GT5 Challenge only managed
two of its three scheduled races
after a delay following a big crash
in British GT caused the final
event on Sunday to be shelved.

Gamble will probably be pleased
that race three was scratched as
his weekend didn’t go to plan. He
suffered a mechanical problem
in race two.

The season’s race winners locked
out the top four positions in
qualifying with fourth-placed Gary
Simms less than 0.9s away from
polesitter Chadwick. It was the
other front row starter, Gamble,
who made the opening corner
ahead of Chadwick, a fast-starting
Nick Firth and Simms.

Chadwick’s challenge at Montreal
on lap two put Gamble off-line and
allowed Simms to also steal by and
briefly lead before Chadwick retook
the position at Murrays.

Dennis Strandberg was running

third on lap three but his race
was ruined when he rotated on the
entry to Palmers. That left Gamble
to close in on the leader but his
hopes vanished when he ran wide
at Montreal two laps from home,
promoting Simms in the process.

The G20 lead changed hands at
Agostini on the final lap with Alex
Preston slipping inside Stuart
Pearson – who then tipped his rival
into a spin at the following corner
to reverse the positions only for the
officials to slap a time penalty on
the perpetrator.

Chadwick made wining race two

hard work. He had to start the
race in fifth place after a race one
penalty was applied, then messed
up lapping a tail-ender at Riches to
fall back behind early leader
Strandberg. Undeterred he closed
back in and retook the lead at
Nelson on the final lap having set
up the Swede with a faster exit at
Williams. Gamble was the early
challenger but a sticking throttle
required a brief pit visit and he
trailed in 18th to gain six valuable
points. Simms, meanwhile,
overcame a ten-place grid
punishment to fly through the
midfield to make the podium with
a well worked pass on Firth.

Callum Pointon demoted the
smoky car of Nick Zapolski to
claim fifth place while first
Frederick Mortensen then Vic
Covey and finally Luca Hirst tried
to take sixth from the TDR ran car
of Zapolski without success.

In the G20 class Pearson claimed
victory having kept out of the reach
of his rival Preston who was unable
to close down his rival’s advantage.
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GINETTA GT5
CHALLENGE

Chadwick with silverware

Palmer laid down his title
credentials with two wins

Chadwick’s wins helped
him close in on title lead


