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The youngest racing Palmer has stepped into the limelight in 2015. By Kevin Turner

“NOW PEOPLEV/[L. TAKEM

SERIOUSLY”

efore 2015,
Will Palmer

‘sonof ex-F1

racer Jonathan’

or ‘brother of
GP2 ntlewmnerJolyon Now
heis BRDC Formula4cl

nevertheless believes Will made the
year count.
“Hehada very hardfirstseasonin
GinettaJunior,” says Kemp. “It was
areally steeplearning curve, but he
knuckled down and worked hard.
Hewasbetter inthe second year, but
neverreally gelled with the car.”
Palmer: race winner in 2013

and McLaren Autosport BRDC
Award winner Will Palmer.
Palmerdominated BRDCF4in
his second season of single-seaters,
rinning half the d ing

and third in the standings, albeit
well behind runaway champion

| Harry Woodhead. But the 18-year-old
| stillbelieves timeinthe G40

was

the crownameetingearly

It'safarcryfromhisfirststepsin
Ginetta Junior, which heentered
full time in2012after afew outings
the year before. And, unlikemany
of hispeers, hedidn’t have much
karting experience before joining
the British Touring Car support bill.

“Unlike most people would think,
Istarted kartingquitelate, at 13,
after Iwatched Jolyon'sraces,” says
Palmer. “Assoon as [ started racing
Tlovedit, butInever got off novice
plates in karting!”

Thefirst Ginetta season proved
difficult, Palmer finishing 12th
with HHC Motorsportand scoring
nopodiums,

HHCbossand driver coach Charlie
Kemp, whospent many hours sat
with-oralongside-Palmer

Kemp (middle) and HHC
have been crucial to success

“Gmeﬁa.]umorlsagmattrdm;
todots tised toa car, although it’s
adifferentbeasttodriveasit'son
road tyresand moves around alot,”
hesays. ‘Assoonaslgotintoa
single-seater Ifelt more athome.

| deepend. Ilearnt where to position
my carand wherenottoputit.”
Healsodeveloped hisanalytical
approach, working with HHCto
improve, and started catching up
withhis contemporaries, many

[ contender,”hesays. It was knowing
hand when he
needednmtotakeﬂsks He'scome
from being incredibly greentothe
completearticleinfour years.”
After amiddling start-Palmer was

of whomdid theirlear
from the TOCA package TV

£103

“Hedidalotof the work in Ginettas,
withme satalongside, and he got
betterand better thanks tohis
intelligence,” confirms Kemp. “I

ber sitting inthe

Poleat Silverstone GP by almosta
second set Palmer on his way He
won11of thefinal 18racesand only
narrowly missed outonatripleat
Doni Park. 4

seatatawet Thruxtonashe was

tryingtotake Churchflatand1was

terrified, but he keptitontheroad.
“He’sincredibly cleverand uses

that to hisadvantage. Heunderstands

.the car. He's very demanding-not

[ inabad way.”

“What G# hes youis
carcontrol. Youcan't put the car
onthelimituntil you have thatand
the Ginettamovingaroundalot
helps. Thenthesingle-seafer
seems planted.

“Idon’t think anyone, no matter
how much pptential they have, will
bequickest in akart straight away.
It'stough tojudge adriver in their

seasonof cars, whichforme
was alsomy first season of racing.

“Theother thing is the racecraft.
Mostof thegrid had donelotsof
karting, sol wasthrowninatthe

| Palmeri diately lookeda better
| prospectasheentered the BRDC F4
| series, runby hisfather, in2014. “Thad
| areallygoodstart,” he says. “Yowrhad
| astrongfield, whichmade it intense
atthefront,andIwasinthetopthree.”
Afteracouple of wins, Palmer
‘ headed toSilverstonein the hunt, but
suffered adisaster. Fuel pumpfailure |
whileleadingearly on inrace one put
himattheback for race two, which
was wet, meaning he started near
therearin the third encounter He
felltofourth inthestandingsand
| lostmomentum.
“From thereIshould have done
better; butIprobably tried toohard to
keup thelostground,” headmit

That gothimselected for the
McLaren Autosport BRDC Award,
alongside Formula Renault
frontrunners Jack Aitken, Ben
Barnicoatand Jake Hughes, MSA
Formularunner-up Ricky Collard
and MRF Challenge champion Toby

yon the McLaren

Age18

2015 BRDC F4 champion with HHC
Motorsport (12 wins); McLaren
Autosport BRDC Award winner
2014 BRDC F4 with HHC, 6th
(2wins); BRDC F4 Winter champion
with HHC (4 wins)

2013 Ginetta Junior with HHC, 3rd
(1 win); BRDC F4 Winter
Championshipwith HHC, 5th

2012 Ginetta Junior with HHC, 12th;
Ginetta Junior Winter Series with
HHC, 3rd

squadsand will certainly beona
bigger stagenext season.
“'I‘he GPawstshuwedltmxghtbe

Sowery A der straight away,
Palmer’s pace on fresh rubber was
acornerstonefor him takingthe
£100,000 prizeand McLaren F1
testdrive.
“Tthought1woeuld beonthe
| shortlistbecauseof howmy season
| hadgone, butitwasstillarelief to
getthecall."says?ahmr
“Onthenightof thefi 1

tyresarereally
sodjﬂerenttowhatlamusedm 2
reckons Palmer. “And as arookie
in F3yougetmoreseattime.”

It'sasensible, well-considered
approach, one that s typical of
theman.

Kemp believes Palmer has the
attributes to progress further. “I
whynot,” hesays.

| wentbacktomyho(elmomand
| madetracknotesforeverycorner
solknewwhatThadtodo.Ithought
lhadad\anoeldidnmunklwas
, favourite, butTknew I'd doné well
onnew tyres inthe F2.
“I'massively enjoy puttingon
new tyres, withall the gripand being
under’ Ithinkall drivers

“Igot involved inafew incidentsI
shouldn'thave.”

Palmer ended the season in
sixth, but dominated the Winter
Championshipand went into2015
asoneof thefavourites: “IknewIwas
adefinite contender and was well
awareof whereIhadlostoutin2014.”

Kemp believes it was Palmer’s_
attitude towards the campaign that
was thebigstep for 2015. “The big
breakthrough wasn'this pace—in
2014 when he showed hisspeed
against theotherdrivers we hadl

could see he could beachampionship

love thatadrenaline rush. It'salways
been one of my strongpoints, butit's
something I've worked on too. It's
easy tounder drive and youneed
theconfidencetobeaggressive.”
Winning the Award has given
himadded momentumafteragreat
season. “Tt’s definitely givenmea
boost,” agrees Palmer. “Togoup
against those quality driversand
tontopish dmakes
youmoreattractive toteams.”
Sowherefor 20167 He's already
tested GP3and F3 carsfor several

“He'squick, hecanrace, hasa
good understandingof the car,and
now he knows how toput the
buildingblockstogether fora

[ championship campaign.

“Iknow he hasn't had an advantage
because he’s Jonathan’s sonand
Tknow he deserves his success.

“Will's the best advert for the team
we'vehad. He hasahugeamount
of mental capacity and that’s
why he cangoalong way”"#




